July, 2011 Coconut Telegraph
Communication is the primary mission of LGPOA. To that end, we would like your permission to share your email address with LGIFR. As you know, all island property owners are members of LGIFR, which uses email as its primary means of communicating. If you DO NOT want me to share your email address with LGIFR, please let me know by replying to this email. 

A “Heads Up”: The Marine Patrol and Charlotte County Sheriff have been stopping islanders crossing the bay. One islander got a warning for not slowing down entirely before the slow speed sign at the causeway bridge; another got a $125 ticket – from an unmarked boat - for going 2 miles over the 25mph speed limit in the marked channels to LGI!
Zoning Update:  You may recall that in March of 2009, the Advisory Committee recommended to the County commission that they adopt a new zoning ordinance for LGI. The purpose of the proposed ordinance is to zone LGI entirely single family residential; eliminating the hotels, commercial marinas, etc. allowed under the existing ordinance. The proposed ordinance also provides for certain essential services such as barge landings, golf cart shops and water treatment facilities.  And the proposed ordinance allows the rebuilding of non-conforming structures such as the condos if they are completely destroyed by a natural disaster.
The County Commission could not adopt the proposed zoning ordinance until the State of Florida approved the county’s new Comprehensive Plan. This did not happen until June of this year. The County Commission is expected to enact the proposed ordinance sometime in the fall of this year.

At its July meeting, the LGI Advisory Committee reaffirmed its endorsement of the zoning proposal. It recommended a few minor changes in wording and further work on the proposed ordinance to provide for on-island storage of construction and maintenance equipment (this is not usually allowed by residential zoning). 
If you would like to read the proposed ordinance, go to our website: www.lgpoa.org and click on “zoning”.

Docks Update:  The Dock Committee is continuing to work with the DEP. As you may recall, the DEP has stated that most of the existing bay docks on LGI are in violation of its rules. The Committee’s goal is to develop a grandfathering program that will preserve the existing docks on LGI, and allow for the expansion of community docks beyond the DEP’s very restrictive limits. The Dock Committee reports that the DEP delegation continues to be flexible in its approach and appears genuinely interested in crafting a workable solution.  The DEP has made it clear that any solution will require the users of community docks to form incorporated associations and to obtain submerged land leases. 

LGIFR:  The Chief Search Committee is in the process of interviewing candidates. Five qualified individuals have been interviewed and will be visiting the island in the next several weeks. The Board of Directors will meet on Saturday, August 6th.  The Telegraph will send a reminder of the time and place. 

The 3rd Annual Labor Day Weekend Fishing Tournament will be held on Sunday, September 4th.  Information about the event is attached and is also available on our website, www.lgpoa.org. You will receive a discount if you register for the tournament by August 1st. If you are interested in being a sponsor, call Pede Fraser at 703-980-7237.

Lastly, a friendly reminder: LGPOA has received complaints about people leaving dog waste on the beach. We all need to be considerate of our neighbors and clean up after our pets. 
