
Important Information in this issue you won’t want to miss! 
 
**Sailboat updates!  Who made this happen? 
**Police Presence over Memorial Day Weekend & July 4th 
**Hurricane Season 2017 
**Kids Marine and Fishing Clinic on Labor Day weekend 2017 
**LGPOA Membership update 
**Environmental - Mosquitos, Sea Turtles and a Special Thank -you 
**LGIFR update - New Community Paramedic Program & “Who you Gonna Call” information 
 
July 1st POA Meeting, Picnic and Kid’s Games!  RSVP please! 
 
At 10am on July 1st at the Placida Condos the LGPOA will meet to update the public on the 
ongoing and new issues faced by islanders.  Topics will include: Planning, Development and 
Infrastructure Committee, dogs on the island and road access concerns. Feel free to email your 
district representative by June 24th to have your opinions and concerns shared with the entire 
board (those in attendance and attending by conference call) prior to the meeting. Little 
Gasparilla Property Owners Association Board and Committee names and emails can be found 
on the LGPOA website at www.lgpoa.org. 
 
Marietta Abele has volunteered to serve on the Board of Directors for the LGPOA. She will 
represent District 6 at large.  We invite you to attend the meeting to support and meet her in 
person. 
  
After the LGPOA meeting at noon, Social chair, Debbie Mulholand will organize a potluck 
picnic with kids’ games to follow.  The fire truck will be there to help keep everyone cool.  Bring 
a chair if you’d like and a dish to pass.  Please rsvp to Debbie so she can plan enough food for 
everyone.  If you can help in any way, please contact Debbie at dkmphotos@me.com. 
 
Dogs on Little Gasparilla Island 
From the LGPOA Board of Directors: 
 
The LGPOA continues to investigate ways in which people, dogs and wildlife can safely coexist 
on the island.  The Board remains open to meeting with county representatives. We agree that 
aggressive dogs of any kind should not be tolerated.  The number to report a threatening, 
dangerous or vicious animal is 941-833-5690 or 911.  Visit the link below for definitions: 
https://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/services/animalcontrol/Pages/DangerousDogs.aspx. 
 
**2017 Sailboat 
From Terrie Weibley 
The sailboat on the Gasparilla Pass sandbar was removed on May 16th. The crew of a barge and 
lots of heavy equipment dismantled the boat and emptied it by excavator into a large dumpster. 
To the best of our knowledge it appears the sailboat has been completely removed and paid for 
by the owner’s insurance. The heavy equipment was gone by early afternoon. 
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**2015 Sailboat Update  
From: Linda Soderquist  
Due to repeated emails and phone calls to anyone who would listen, the remains of the sailboat 
that beached in July 2015 were finally removed on May 20th. Charlotte County Natural 
Resources coordinated the effort with financial help from a group called “Reclaim our Coasts.” 
A marine salvage company from Manatee County was contracted to do the job, and it was not an 
easy task! After an all-day effort, our beach is back to beautiful and pristine.  
 
Information about the “Reclaim Our Coasts” program can be viewed on their Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/reclaimourcoasts/. You can learn about this helpful organization 
at the Archie Carr Center for Sea Turtle Research (ACCSTR) website at http://accstr.ufl.edu.  
The organization would greatly appreciate donations to their ROC program.  
 
There are two ways to make donations: 
1. On the ACCSTR website there is a Make a Gift page (http://accstr.ufl.edu/make-a-gift-to-the-
accstr/). Comment on the bottom of that page, adding "For the Reclaim Our Coasts program" 
2. Send a check made out to Archie Carr Center for Sea Turtle Research to the 
following, including in your memo "For the Reclaim Our Coasts program”.  Archie Carr Center 
for Sea Turtle Research Dept. of Biology, University of Florida, PO Box 118525, Gainesville, 
Florida 32611. 
 
**Memorial Day Weekend Police Protection 
From: Mary Lou Davidson 
 
While it’s never going to be perfect, the LGPOA continues to believe that funds spent on a 
police presence during peak times does in fact pay off.   A designated officer was hired to patrol 
the island on Friday and Saturday nights over the Memorial Day Weekend. We continue to work 
closely with each visiting officer to build rapport and ensure safety for island residents and their 
properties. Be assured that officers will be on patrol for the upcoming 4th of July weekend. 
 

**Hurricane season is here, are you ready? 
From Hurricane Chair, Leigh Olson (May 25th 2017 NOAA’s prediction): 

For the upcoming Atlantic hurricane season, which runs from June 1 through November 
30, forecasters predict a 45 percent chance of an above-normal season, a 35 percent 
chance of a near-normal season, and only a 20 percent chance of a below-normal season. 

Forecasters predict a 70 percent likelihood of 11 to 17 named storms (winds of 39 mph 
or higher), of which 5 to 9 could become hurricanes (winds of 74 mph or higher), 
including 2 to 4 major hurricanes (Category 3, 4 or 5; winds of 111 mph or higher). An 
average season produces 12 named storms of which six become hurricanes, including 
three major hurricanes. 

Are you ready? Click on the link below for tips: 

weather.gov - https://www.weather.gov/wrn/hurricane-preparedness 

 



Remember, the LGPOA website has LIVE weather stations for your information. The link is 
provided below.  Check them out! 

http://lgpoa.org/local-island-weather-stations/ 

 
Labor Day Weekend Kids’ Fishing and Marine Clinic are a GO! 
 
We are delighted to report that three volunteers have stepped forward to spearhead this year’s 
Labor Day Kids’ Fishing and Marine Clinic on Saturday, September 2nd beginning at 10am. The 
Little Gasparilla Island Property Owners Association was able to successfully apply and secure 
75 fishing poles from Fish Florida, www.fishflorida.com.  
 
More details will follow in future issues of the Coconut Telegraph as plans develop. If your child 
will be in attendance we would love to have you jump in on the fun to help make this family 
event a great success. Please e-mail twrhonda@gmail.com. 
 
The above efforts focus solely on the fishing and marine clinics for children.  We welcome 
additional volunteers, particularly those that would like to head up a fishing tournament and/or 
family cookout following the children’s event. 
 

**Membership Update 
From Membership Chair, Mary Lou Davidson: 
 
As of May 31st our 2017-18 Membership Campaign has drawn 207 members. The 
Coconut Telegraph is just one of the many benefits of membership. If a friend or new neighbor is 
interested in joining the LGPOA, please help us get the word out by pointing them to 
www.lgpoa.org.  
 
**Environmental Committee                                                                                                  
From Environmental Chair, Linda Soderquist: 

Mosquito Alert! 
Empty out containers around the yard at least once a week. Put holes into containers 
that regularly hold water to allow them to drain. Check and clean out gutters. Flush out or treat 
birdbaths and bromeliads. We get results from Mosquito Control when we call to report 
the mosquitoes are bad on the island. They will come out and check and then spray if needed. 
The number is 941-764-4370. 
 
Sea Turtles 
Our sea turtles are coming in right on schedule. Along with the nesting turtles comes an array 
of predators. Sadly, we have already had many new nests dug up and destroyed by coyotes 
and armadillos. Do not allow your dog to roam the beach at night, as we have had dogs dig 
into nests in past years.  
 
Please limit your time on the beach at night – sea turtles are sensitive to lights and activity on the 
beach and if disturbed, may leave a nesting area without laying eggs.  This is called a “false 
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crawl.” Turtle patrol volunteers will mark an X on any crawl that has been checked in the early 
morning and found to be empty. If we miss something, please let us know!  
 
Some nests are verified (locating the exact clutch of eggs) and screened to limit coyote predation, 
while others are left alone. The screened nests are marked with four stakes, while unscreened 
nests may be marked with just one stake.  
 
Please remember to fill in any holes dug on the beach and remove all furniture, umbrellas, shade 
tents (and the skeletal framework) off the beach each night as well as all trash. Turtle volunteers 
pick up a lot of garbage, a whole lot! Let’s all work together to keep our island beautiful and 
productive for the wildlife we are so fortunate to have living with us!  
 
Thank you to our faithful LGI Turtle Patrol volunteers who walk the beach daily, maintain nests, 
keep records and educate island visitors! Contact Laura Dallas: jddal@aol.com, 941-830-2530 
for information or to volunteer. Check out our Facebook page: Little Gasparilla Island Turtles 
and Shorebirds 
 
Injured Wildlife? 
We are so fortunate to have wildlife rescuers living on LGI and they are here to help 
injured critters. Lori and Melissa can be reached at 347-387-6844. Animals that need rehab are 
taken to Wildlife Center of Venice http://wildlifecenterofvenice.org. 
 
Thank you to Linda Soderquist 
From Laura Dallas: 
Thank you to Linda Soderquist for her many, many years of careful protection, education and 
conservation of Little Gasparilla Island's wildlife. We are so grateful for her patient tutelage with 
us over the last several years. Linda has done so much for the island and we are thankful for her 
vigilance. 
 
My girls and I have worked for two years on patrol and under Linda's guidance and have 
procured Marine Turtle Permit #132 through the Florida Wildlife Commission. We have 
completed coursework, attended workshops passed tests as well as personal interviews, painted, 
assembled and distributed stakes and other turtle patrol materials to our faithful island volunteers 
including but not limited to for 2017: 
Linda Soderquist, Ken Falsmaier, Susan Harrison, Fred Baruth, Marietta Abele, Judy McCoy, 
Lena Dallas, Ava Dallas, Michele Matsuk. Many other islanders have volunteered in the past and 
yet more residents serve as eyes and ears for what's going on. We are so grateful to have Linda 
continuing to volunteer. 
 

**Little Gasparilla Island Fire and Rescue (LGIFR)  
(The LGPOA is not affiliated with the LGIFR, we just want to keep you up to date on all island activities.) 

From Bob Weronik, President: 

During the past year LGIFR has had requests to administer Vitamin B-12 injections and to check 
on the wellbeing of residents with limited access to the mainland to make sure they were doing 
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well.  As I began to think about many on the island who are aging and want to age gracefully I 
began to think about the Community Paramedic Program that has been in a few of the medical 
trade journals.  As a result we are currently exploring the concept of the Community Paramedic 
Program for LGI.  If you think this is a viable program and something that could benefit the 
island, please contact us to express your opinion.   
 
The program could be as simple as immunizations, BP checks, cholesterol and diabetes 
screening, and home safety evaluations including medication compliance.  Many times islanders 
that have non-emergency complaints without priority symptoms are afraid to call or ask us to 
come by and check them.  We are hoping to remove this fear with the Community Paramedic 
Program and make assess to LGIFR for non-emergency checks routine. LGIFR looks forward to 
hearing from you. Please forward any thoughts on the Community Paramedic Program 
to lgifandr@gmail.com or calling the non-emergency number at (941) 270-7607. 
 
Who You Gonna Call? 
Unlike on the mainland, when you have a medical emergency on the island your first responder 
will arrive via a four-wheeler Polaris. The time it takes to reach you would depend on how long 
it would take a paramedic to drive from the Fire Department/EMT station located at 9540 Jolly 
Roger Trail. 
 
In addition to responding to direct calls for help the firefighters/paramedics also cruise the beach 
and roads at different times of the day and night on the lookout for unreported fires or people in 
need of assistance.  
 
There are six part time paramedics on staff who live in various communities across the state, 
both on the East and West coasts. Their experience ranges from a few years to over 40 years on 
the job. The EMTs work 24 hour shifts, are paid hourly and do not receive benefits. Their 
salaries are paid mostly by county taxes along with a small amount of money from Charlotte 
County and donations from island residents. There is no charge for care by the paramedics.  
 
In the past several months the paramedics have been called on for three accidents that resulted in 
injuries, four medical emergencies and four false alarms. On average the staff responds to 55 
calls per year, with 70% of those for emergency medical assistance. The staff is prepared to 
respond to medical emergencies with backup provided if necessary by Charlotte County 
paramedics who arrive by boat and are able to transport those in need with off-island 
transportation to a local hospital.  If transportation is provided off the island the person’s health 
care policy would be billed. 
 
If you are experiencing a medical emergency call 911, be sure to tell them you are in Charlotte 
County. For non-emergencies call 941-270-7607. Make sure your home address street number is 
clearly marked on your home to help responders find your residence. For more information, visit 
www.lgifr.com. 
 
 
Little Gasparilla Property Owners Association Board and Committee names and emails can be 
found on the LGPOA website at www.lgpoa.org. 
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Please feel free to email me at twrhonda@gmail.com with any information you’d like circulated 
in the next month’s Coconut Telegraph by the 25th of the month. Content is reviewed by board 
members for approval.   
 
Rhonda Olson 


