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 Important Information in this issue you won’t want to miss! 
**July 4th LGPOA Potluck Picnic and Kids’ Carnival at noon 
**LGPOA meetings defined 
**In Memoriam- Sue Paskert 
**Environmental update 
**LGIFR update  
 
**July 4th LGPOA Potluck with kids’ games to follow! 
Join us at noon for good food and good fun at the grassy area at Placida Beach 
Condos.  The fire truck will be there to help keep everyone cool.  Bring a chair if 
you’d like and a dish to share.  Please rsvp to Debbie so she can plan enough food 
for everyone.  If you can help, please contact Debbie at dkmphotos@me.com. 
 
**LGPOA Meetings defined  
From President, Richard Leydon: 
The LGPOA bylaws define meetings as general membership meetings and state 
that members are to be notified of meetings two weeks prior to the meeting date. 
They also state that the LGPOA is required to host four general membership 
meetings annually. 
 
The board recently convened for an impromptu meeting (board of director business 
meeting) as there were a number of directors on the island that are often unable to 
attend in person. It was a perfect opportunity to come together and discuss the 
issues that are before us. Since we did not meet the two-week notification 
requirement, this meeting will not constitute as one of the four annual general 
membership meetings. Minutes of all meetings, including the recent business 
meeting are posted at www.lgpoa.org. 
 
**In Memoriam 
Many of us came to know Sue initially through the purchase of our island homes. 
On any given day, countless realty signs bearing her name would be seen 
throughout the island. Sue was passionate about LGI and her service to others. She 
and George have spent years providing the warmest of welcomes to the LGI 
community.  She loved to challenge herself professionally. Her expertise helped 
many of us manifest our dreams of island living. A few short months ago, you 
might witness a traffic jam on the cart path and Sue would often be found holding 
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court at the center of it. Her dedication to the island and her sparkling personality 
will surely be missed, but will continue to linger.  Her roots on the island run 
“mangrove deep”. Sue Paskert passed away on June 16 surrounded by her loving 
family. 
 
A letter from her daughter Lynne and husband George began this way:  
“In light of the events of the past two months dad and I felt it was important to 
reach out to our LGI community. First and foremost, thank you all for the 
overwhelming love and support you have shown us during this difficult time. It is 
no wonder why mom loved this island so much! Losing mom leaves an 
immeasurable void in our lives. She leaves an amazing legacy focused on love and 
service to others. She has certainly shown us the way.” 
 
In lieu of flowers, the family has requested that memorial contributions be made to 
Moffitt Cancer Center Foundation, fund # 33613. Donations can be made by 
mailing a check to 12092 Magnolia Drive MBC-FOUND, Tampa, FL 33612, by 
calling 1-800-456-3434 ext. 1403 or online at www.moffitt.org/giving. Please 
note that the donation is in memory of Marlene “Sue” Paskert and is for the 
Amandalee Fund in support of sarcoma research, fund # 33613 or, any charity of 
your choice. 
For more information about Sue’s book, What is Little Gasparilla Island?  The 
stories, the legends, the lives. 1909-2016 visit http://What is Little Gasparilla 
Island? 
To visit her obituary visit http://Sue Paskert's Obituary, click on “view obituary” 
and sign the guest book if you’d like. 
 
**Environmental Committee 

From Environmental Chair, Linda Soderquist: 

Mosquito population on the rise!                                                                            
A mosquito’s attraction to humans is very complex. Basically, mosquitoes are 
attracted to the carbon dioxide coming from the breath and pores of humans. In 
addition, some mosquito species are attracted to certain fragrances and colors. If 
you wish to be less attractive to mosquitoes, try using products that are unscented 
(i.e. hair spray, deodorant, soap, etc.) and light colored clothing. You can also try 
wearing commercially available, proven mosquito repellents. The most common 
proven repellent is N, N-diethyl-meta-toluamide or DEET. Be sure to read the 
entire label before using. 
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Charlotte County has over 37 species of mosquitoes! The county does do aerial 
spraying as well as ground spraying from an ATV. We have learned that the 
ground spraying is much more effective. When mosquito populations get out of 
control call Charlotte County Mosquito Control and leave a message requesting 
ground spraying 941 764 4370.  

Trash on the Beach 
If you have concerns about trash being left on our beach, or have ideas about how 
to address this problem, please contact your LGPOA representative.  
 
Sea Turtle Nesting 
July is the busiest month for our sea turtles. Nests begin to hatch and adult turtles 
are still coming ashore to lay their eggs. Stay off the beach at night so the sea 
turtles can nest and the hatchlings can make their way to the gulf undisturbed. Sea 
turtle patrol volunteers are up and out on the beach early and are happy to answer 
your questions about our nests and sea turtles. Occasionally we have hatchlings to 
release, so check the Facebook page Little Gasparilla Island Turtles and 
Shorebirds for updates. The biggest threats to sea turtles on LGI are predators 
(mainly coyotes and armadillos) and high storm tides. Although we hate to see 
nests disturbed by predatory animals and high water, we realize this is part of 
nature. Let’s focus on things we can control: 

• Taking trash off the beach 
• Removing furniture from the beach at sunset 
• Making sure house lights do not shine on the beach 
• Keeping dogs on a leash 
• Never driving vehicles on the beach 
• Protecting turtles by not disturbing them 

Charlotte County has ordinances in place to protect sea turtles and will be visiting 
the island during nesting season doing lighting inspections and monitoring our 
beach. We have information on sea turtle conservation to place in rental homes and 
condos. Contact Laura at jddal@aol.com for handouts and information on 
volunteering for sea turtle patrol. 
 
Shorebirds 
After a couple of years without any nesting shorebirds on LGI, we found a Snowy 
Plover nest with two eggs this June. The single greatest threat to our nesting 
shorebirds is unleashed dogs on the beach. Please leash your dog and do not allow 
it to flush birds and run through marked nesting areas. Flushing birds causes them 
to expend energy that would normally be used for activities like caring for young, 

mailto:jddal@aol.com


nesting, and feeding. Homeowners who rent should communicate this to their 
renters. We can all help by letting boaters who visit our island know that dogs 
running on the beach are detrimental to our shorebirds. Please contact Linda for 
handouts for rentals at linist@hotmail.com. 
 
**Little Gasparilla Island Fire and Rescue (LGIFR) (The LGPOA is not 
affiliated with the LGIFR, we just want to keep you up to date on all island 
activities.) 

From Don Adams, Chief:                                                                                  
LGIFR T-shirt Sales                                                                                         
LGIFR will be selling T-shirts at the July 4th LGPOA picnic being held Tuesday, 
July 4, 2017 at noon at the Placida Beach Condos.  We have just ordered a new 
assortment of T-shirts so there will be plenty of sizes to choose from.    

4th of July Fireworks                                                                                     
Firefighters and fire chiefs recommend the best way to protect your family is to not 
use any fireworks at home. Instead, attend public fireworks displays and leave the 
lighting to the professionals.   

If however you plan to use fireworks, make sure they are legal and be 
extremely careful by taking the following precautions. Don't wear loose clothing 
while using fireworks.  Closely supervise children around fireworks at all 
times.  Always have a bucket of water and/or a fire extinguisher nearby.  Know 
how to operate the fire extinguisher properly.  Never light fireworks indoors or 
near dry grass.  Point fireworks away from homes, and keep away from brush, 
leaves and flammable substances.  Stand several feet away from lit fireworks.  If a 
device does not go off, do not stand over it to investigate it.  Put it out with water 
and dispose of it in a bucket of water for several hours.   Be prepared for any type 
of accident or injury and do not delay in calling 911 in case of injury or fire. 
 
 
Little Gasparilla Property Owners Association Board and Committee names and 
emails can be found on the LGPOA website at www.lgpoa.org. 
 
Please feel free to email me at twrhonda@gmail.com with any information you’d 
like circulated in the Coconut Telegraph by the 25th of the month. Content is 
reviewed by board members for approval.    
 
Rhonda Olson 
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