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Holiday happenings on the island.  Keep up-to-date by checking out this issue.   
 
** Membership Update 
** Island Wide Garage Sale 
** Island Etiquette – Golf Carts 
** Lead and Copper Education Notice from LGWU 
** CenturyLink follow-up 
** All About the Poison That Kills Brazilian Peppers and Australian Pines 
** A hard-shelled reset article 
** Who do you call if you find an animal that’s hurt? 
** Which district are you in? 
 
 
New Year’s Eve festivities 
The New Year’s Eve potluck, lighted golf cart parade and band at the golf cart shop is provided by 
island contractors as a thank you to islanders.  It is not an LGPOA event.  There will be signs on our 
bulletin boards shortly with more details or you can call the participating contractors for more 
information. 
 
 
** Membership Update 
From Membership Chair, Dawn Bokar: 
 
It’s never too late to join or renew your membership in the Little Gasparilla Island Property Owners 
Association.  Simply go to http://www.lgpoa.org/membership and securely pay the $40 annual 
membership fee via PayPal. You’ll receive the Coconut Telegraph every month right in your email box 
to stay up-to-date on all factual Island happenings! If you’re not sure if your membership is renewed 
for 2021, email me at dawnbokar@gmail.com.  
 
 
**Island Wide Garage Sale 
From Vice President, Rhonda Olson: 
 
The Island Wide Garage Sale was held November 26th from 9am to 1pm.  There were four garage 
sales this year and all were pleased with the traffic and loved the opportunity to meet many of our 
new islanders! 
 
 
**Island Etiquette – Golf Carts 
From Vice President, Rhonda Olson: 
 
This article was well written a few years ago by Terrie Weibley, a past board member, and still 
pertains today. Please share it with your family, guests and/or renters. 
 
Did you know that a direct correlation exists between improper golf cart usage and threats/actions to 
close roads? Golf carts are a privilege on the island, not a right. In fact, long-term owners remember a 
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time when – shockingly – if an islander or visitor wanted to go somewhere on the island, they walked. 
Golf carts save time and for some, save less-than-optimal bodies from wear and tear. To maintain 
north-south access and avoid creating ill will, not to mention avoiding citations, here are some golf 
cart do’s and don’ts… 
 
DO: 

• Travel at a slow speed of 10 mph or less. Rental carts from LGI Carts have governors that will 
not allow the driver to exceed this rate. Privately owned carts can usually go faster. This is 
unsafe. People and pets have been injured.  

• Stay on the path. No driving on yards! In fact, many sections of the path bisect homeowners’ 
private property. They can close the “road” off at any time, and if you drive on their yards, 
they have every incentive to shut the path down permanently. 

• Assume that water in the path may be deep and/or salty (or even contaminated from a septic 
system leak). You don’t want to go there! When there are high tides, it is common for salt 
water to percolate up in low areas. This is a barrier island that is barely above sea level, after 
all. Salt water is deadly to your cart. It may quit right then or there, or soon after. Costs for 
repairs are very high. Always turn around and walk to your destination or wait for a day or 
two, rather than chancing a deep hole.  

• Yield to walkers and service vehicles. We love our contractors and FPL. 
• Keep the volume down. This is a quiet island. We like it that way! 
• If you see children driving, take a picture and report it to Deputy Prummell at 941-769-2706. If 

a rental cart driven by children is reported to LGI Carts, Deric will confiscate the cart, with no 
refund.  

• Assume that most east-west routes are private, and many north-south as well. 
 
DON’T: 

• EVER allow children to drive your cart. This is the number one complaint. Golf carts are not 
baby-sitters. If your child is not 14 years old, he or she is too young to drive a golf cart. Some 
view the island as a resort. It’s not; it’s a series of private homes, treasured by their owners 
for their privacy and natural Florida beauty. Consider having them read this list of do’s and 
don’ts and sign it in agreement. Most visitors want to fit in, not annoy and alarm. 

• Drive in anyone’s yard. Certainly, NEVER take a detour through a backyard, on the grass, etc., 
when the path is filled with water. Believe it or not, adults who know better have done this. If 
you see this, whip out your phone and take a pic. Share it with Deputy Prummell. This lack of 
respect for private property understandably raises the ire of homeowners. 

• Speed up over bumps or low spots as a thrill. Property owners are terrified when they see 
this. Remember, the path is a courtesy.  

• Ever drive where a road is marked “private,” unless you own property there or are a guest 
that can only access the home on that road.  

• Ever park your cart as far south as you can so that you can then walk out to the beach and 
access the Pass. This is trespassing. There is no right to access through anyone else’s property 
except as is formally deeded east and west. Every owner and guest on the island has a route 
of access that accompanies the property where they are staying. That is your only route. 

• Abandon a cart. Either service vehicles or property owners or both are affected. Instead, 
arrange to tow it or call Deric and arrange payment to have it towed at the LGI Carts at 941-
697-3820. 

• Drive a cart on the beach or in the dunes. That is treading on sacred ground to island 
residents and is against the law.  It is also harmful to many creatures.  If you see a cart on the 



beach, please take pictures and immediately call Deputy Prummell at 941-769-2706. 
** Lead and Copper Education Notice from LGWU 
 
Little Gasparilla Water Utility completed testing for Lead & Copper, per DEP/EPA guidelines  PDF of 
the report is attached.   
 
 
** CenturyLink follow-up 
 
During November, CenturyLink was looking to withdraw hardline telephone service on LGI. At that 
time, there were 26 hardline customers.  Local newspaper posted contact details of the Wireline 
Competition Bureau, Competition Policy Division to stop this withdrawal.   
 
PDF of the letter is attached where CenturyLink has withdrawn its request to eliminate service to LGI.     
    
 
** All About the Poison That Kills Brazilian Peppers and Australian Pines  
From Island Services Chair, Jennifer McCullough: 
 
Tired of Brazilian Peppers and Australian Pines (Exotics) on your property?  Element 4, a 
biodegradable poison that is sprayed on the cut limbs of the plant, is the answer. The park service 
uses this product to eliminate exotics and the LGPOA has purchased Element 4 for everyone on LGI to 
use.  You can either spray the poison on the stumps or "skirt" the tree before cutting it down. Skirting 
is cutting a ring around the base of the trunk and spraying the poison on it while it still stands. The 
tree will die and be easier to remove. If you don’t spray them once cut, they will most likely grow 
back. 
 
Contact Jennifer McCullough by texting or calling 303-809-0493 to make an appointment. Bring a 
plastic spray bottle to contain it in.   
 
 
** A hard-shelled reset article 
Featured in the November/December Gasparilla Magazine issue is LGI resident Barry Hunt who is 
working to create permanent clam beds which will be protected from commercial and recreational 
harvest. Click here for the full article.   
 
 
** Who do you call if you find an animal that’s hurt? 
 
The Wildlife Center of Venice will help you if you’ve found an animal in need at 941-484-9657. If 
you’d like more information or want to make a donation you can do so at 
https://wildlifecenterofvenice.org.   
 
In the past we’ve had local volunteers help transport and communicate with the Wildlife Center. If 
you are interested in helping the center with LGI animals please contact twrhonda@gmail.com. 
 
 
** Which district are you in? 
·       District 1: 8000 – 8288 
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·       District 2: 8292 – 8538, including: 8542, 8550, 8556, 8560, 8564, 8568, 8570, 8576, 8578, 8586 
·       District 3: 8594 – 8888, including: 8546, 8554, 8558, 8562, 8566, 8574, 8582, 8590, excluding: 
8802‐8818 (even #’s) 
·       District 4: 8890 ‐ 9134, including: 8802‐8818 (even #’s) 
·       District 5: 9140 – 9394 
·       District 6: Hideaway Bay 
·       District 7: 9420 – 9646, excluding: 9494, 9498, 9502 
·       District 8: 9660 – 9908, including: 9494, 9498, 9502 
 
Who is your LGPOA representative? 
Laurie Tremblay, Director  representing District 1, jltremblay@verizon.net 
Rhonda Olson, Vice President  representing District 2, twrhonda@gmail.com 
Deric Flom, Director   representing District 3, lgicarts@gmail.com  
Richard Leydon, President   representing District 4, leydonrealestate@gmail.com  
Joe Bokar, Director    representing District 5, joseph.bokar@case.edu  
Barb Dwyer, Director    representing District 6, bdwyer31@yahoo.com  
Treasurer      open 
Roy Petteway, Director   representing District 8, oranges@embarqmail.com  
 
Committee Chairs: 
Environmental:    Please visit LGPOA.org if you’d like to get involved. 
Island Services:    Jennifer McCullough by texting or calling 303-809-0493. 
Social:     Please visit LGPOA.org if you’d like to get involved.  
Membership:    Dawn Bokar, dawnbokar@gmail.com 
Website Maintenance:   hired 
Navigation:    Richard Leydon, leydonrealestate@gmail.com 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Please feel free to email me at robinturner63@gmail.com with any information you would like to see 
in the next month’s Coconut Telegraph by the 25th of each month. The content is reviewed by board 
members for approval.  Thank you, Robin Turner-Grimshaw 
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