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Greetings Islanders! 
 
This document was created to be used as a reference for residents of Little Gasparilla Island who are interested in 
creating a landscape using native plants.  Only native plants appropriate for the area are listed and not only are they 
beautiful, they will greatly contribute to providing bird, butterfly and assorted wildlife habitat and do not require the 
continuous fertilizer and watering that most of the big box store nursery plants do. The information provided comes 
from books, online resources as well as personal experience gained from years of watching what works here and what 
doesn’t.  Creating an environment using Florida native plants will help enrich the life experience of every living thing on 
this special barrier island. 
 
The formula is a simple one.  Remove the exotic , invasive and high maintenance plants and replace with beneficial 
native plants that actually thrive on our island if planted in areas corresponding to their needs. 
 
Exotic plants were brought to Florida for a variety of reasons but they lack natural controlling factors and frequently 
displace the native plants, are difficult to eradicate, and do not contribute to the seasonal variety of shelter and food 
provided by the natives. 
 
The two primary invasive plants on LGI are the Brazilian Pepper and Australian Pine trees.   The Brazilian Pepper tree is 
an aggressive invader and creates a dense single species thicket in which other plants can’t compete.   It is related to 
Poison Ivy and the leaves and bark contain urushiol, a toxic oil which can cause serious rashes and allergic 
reactions.  Smoke from the burning wood is also toxic and can irritate and burn the throat, mouth and lungs.   
 
The Australian Pine tree can grow 5-10 feet a year.  They out-compete native vegetation by producing a dense leaf litter 
beneath them which contains chemicals that are toxic to other plants.  The ground below becomes ecologically sterile 
and lacking in food value.  The thick, shallow roots also make it very susceptible to being blown over during high winds. 
 
Both the Brazilian Pepper and Australian Pine trees can be killed by cutting and spraying with the Element 4 herbicide 
which is available through the LGPOA.  Cutting either one of these trees to the ground will not kill them.  They will grow 
right back, so you must treat them with the Element 4 herbicide once they are cut in order to actually kill them.  The 
herbicide should never be applied around open water as it is highly toxic to aquatic organisms.  Minimum personal 
protection should include long-sleeved shirt, long pants, shoes and socks.  Contact the LGPOA (Little Gasparilla Property 
Owners Association – lgpoa.org) for information on how to obtain the Element 4 herbicide.  It is provided free of charge 
to any island resident making a request.  
 
The Florida Native Plant Society defines a Florida native plant as follows: 
A ‘Florida native plant’ refers to a species occurring within the state boundaries prior to European contact, according to 
the best available scientific and historical documentation.  Florida native plants include those species understood as 
indigenous, occurring in natural associations in habitats that existed prior to significant human impacts and alterations 
of the landscape. 
  
Why use native plants?  Native plants are beautiful, they provide food and shelter for our wildlife and by having adapted 
to the soil, rain patterns, temperatures and pests of Florida they are low maintenance.  Replacing exotic plants with 
natives conserves water, reduces fertilizer and pesticide usage and attracts wildlife.   
 
Wishing you great success in creating a yard that is both a sanctuary for wildlife and a beautiful place in which to live. 
 
~ Jennifer McCullough 
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EXOTIC INVASIVE TREE - REMOVE 

Australian Pine Tree (Casuarina Species) 
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EXOTIC INVASIVE TREE - REMOVE 

Brazilian Pepper Tree (Schinus Terebinthifolius) 
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FLOWERS / GROUND COVERS 

Beach Verbena / Coastal Vervain (Glandularia Maritima) 
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Black-Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia Hirta.) 
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Coreopsis / Tickseed (Coreopsis Spp.) 

 
 

 



Page 12 of 103 
 

Creeping Mimosa / Powderpuff / Sunshine Mimosa (Mimosa Strigillosa) 
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Dune/Beach Sunflower (Helianthus Debilis) 
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Gaillardia / Indian Blanket / Blanket Flower (Gaillardia Spp.) 
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Inkberry (Scaevola Plumieri) 
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Porterweed (Stachytarpheta Spp.) 
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Scarlet Sage / Tropical Sage / Blood Sage (Salvia Coccinea) 
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Scorpion Tail (Heliotropium Angiospermum) 
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Seaside Goldenrod (Solidago Spp.) 
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Spider Lily (Hymenocallis spp.) 
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Spotted Horsemint / Dotted Horsemint / Spotted Beebalm (Monarda Punctata) 
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GRASSES 

Fakahatchee Grass (Tripsacum Dactyloides and Cvs.) 

 
 

 

    



Page 23 of 103 
 

Florida Gama Grass / Dwarf Fakahatchee Grass (Tripsacum Floridana) 
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Muhly Grass (Muhlenbergia Capillaris) 
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PALMS / PALMETTOS 

Buccaneer Palm (Pseudophoenix Sargentii) 
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Florida Thatch Palm (Thrinax Radiata) 
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Key Thatch Palm / Brittle Thatch Palm (Thrinax Morrisii) 
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Paurotis Palm / Saw Cabbage Palm (Acoelorrhapha Wrightii) 
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Sabal Palm / Cabbage Palm / Cabbage Palmetto (Sabal Palmetto) 
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Saw Palmetto (Serenoa Repens) 
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Scrub Palmetto (Sabal Etonia) 
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Silver Palm (Coccothrinax Argentata) 
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SHRUBS / TREES 

Banyan Tree / Shortleaf Fig (Ficus Citrifolia) 
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Bay Cedar (Suriana Maritima) 
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Beautyberry (Callicarpa Americana) 
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Black Mangrove (Avicennia Germinans) 
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Black Torch (Erithalis Furticosa) 
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Buckthorn / Tough Buckthorn / Tough Bully (Sideroxylon Tenax) 
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Buttonwood - Green/Silver (Conocarpus Erectus) 
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Cats-Claw / Catclaw Blackbead (Pithecellobium Unguis-Cati) 
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Cinnamon Bark / Wild Cinnamon (Canella Winterana) 
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Cinnecord Acacia / Tamarindillo / Thornless Acacia (Acacia Choriophylla) 
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Cocoplum (Chrysobalanus Icaco) 
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Coontie / Florida Arrowroot / Florida Zamia (Zamia Floridana) 
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Coral Bean / Cherokee Bean / Cardinal Spear / Red Cardinal (Erythrina Herbacea) 
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Dahoon Holly (Ilex Cassine And Cvs.) 
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Fiddlewood (Citharexylum Fruticosum, C. Spinosum) 
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Firebush / Scarletbush (Hamelia Patens) 
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Florida Bitterbush (Picramnia Pentandra) 
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Florida Keys Blackbead (Pithecellobium Keyense) 
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Gallberry (Ilex Glabra) 
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Giant Leather Fern (Acrostichum Danaeifolium) 
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Golden Creeper / Beach Creeper (Ernodea Littoralis) 
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Gumbo Limbo / Tourist Tree (Bursera Simaruba) 
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Hopbush / Varnish Leaf (Dodonaea Viscosa) 
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Horizontal Cocoplum / Beach Cocoplum (Chrysobalanus Icaco) 
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Jamaica Caper / Mustard Tree (Capparis Cynophalliophora) 
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Jamaican Dogwood / Fish Poison Tree (Piscidia Piscipula) 
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Joewood (Jacquinia Keyensis) 
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Limber Caper / Bayleaf Capertree (Capparis Flexuosa) 
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Live Oak (Quercus Virginiana) 
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Marlberry / Marbleberry (Ardisia Escallonioides) 
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Mastic / Wild Mastic / False Mastic (Sideroxylon Foetidissimum) 
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Myrsine / Colicwood (Myrsine Cubana) 
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Necklace Pod (Sophora Tomentosa) 
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Paradise Tree / Bitterwood (Simarouba Glauca) 
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Pigeon Plum (Coccoloba Diversifolia) 
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Privet / Florida Privet (Forestiera Segregata) 
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Rhacoma / Maidenberry (Crossopetalum Rhacoma) 
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Salt Bush / Groundsel Tree / Sea Myrtle (Baccharis Halimifolia) 
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Sand Live Oak (Quercus Geminata) 
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Satin Leaf (Chrysophyllum Oliviforme) 
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Seagrape (Coccolobo Uvifera) 
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Seven-Year-Apple (Genipa Clusiifolia) 
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Silver Sea-Oxeye-Daisy / Bushy Seaside Oxeye (Borrichia Frutescens) 
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Simpson’s Stopper / Twinberry (Myrcianthes Fragrans) 
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Southern Red Cedar (Juniperus Silicicola) 
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Southern Slash Pine (Pinus Elliotti var. Densa) 
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Stoppers – Red/Redberry/Spanish/White (Eugenia Spp.) 
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Strangler Fig (Ficus Aurea) 
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Sweet Acacia (Acacia Farnesiana) 
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Toothache Tree / Hercules Club (Zanthoxylum Clava-Herculis) 
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Wax Myrtle / Bayberry (Myrica Cerifera And Cvs.) 
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West Indian Mahogany (Swietenia Mahagoni) 
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White Indigo Berry (Randia Aculeata) 
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Wild Coffee (Psychotria Nervosa) 
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Wild Lime (Zanthoxylum Fagara) 
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Wild Plumbago / White Plumbago (Plumbago Zeylanica) 
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Wild Sage/Button Sage (Lantana Involucrata) 
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Wild Tamarind / False Tamarind / Bahama Lysiloma (Lysiloma Latisiliquum) 
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Yaupon Holly (Ilex Vomitoria And Cvs.) 
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Yucca / Spanish Bayonet (Yucca Spp.) 
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VINES 

Beach Jacquemontia (Jacquemontia Reclinata) 

 
 

 
 

          



Page 94 of 103 
 

Coral Honeysuckle (Lonicera Sempervirens) 
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Corky Stem / Corky Passion-Flower (Passiflora Suberosa) 

 
 

 
 

      



Page 96 of 103 
 

Passion Vine / Maypop / Purple Passion Flower (Passiflora Incarnata) 
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Pineland Allamanda / Pineland Golden Trumpet (Angadenia Berteroi) 
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Skyblue Jacquemontia / Skyblue Clustervine (Jacquemontia Pentanthos) 
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Resources 

Books 
 

A Gardener’s Guide to Florida’s Native Plants by Rufino Osorio 

 

Florida’s Best Native Landscape Plants:  200 Readily Available Species for Homeowners and Professionals by Gil Nelson 

 

Native Florida Plants:  Low Maintenance Landscaping and Gardening by Robert G. Haehle and Joan Brookwell 
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Native Florida Plants for Shady Landscapes by Craig N. Huegel 

 

Native Plant Landscaping for Florida Wildlife by Craig N. Huegel 

 

Natural Florida Landscaping by Dan Walton and Laurel Schiller 

 

Websites 
 

Florida Native Plant Society – www.fnps.org 
Guide to Florida Plant Life – www.floridaplants.com/native.htm 

Plant Real Florida – www.plantrealflorida.org 
Find Native Plants – www.findnativeplants.com/south/florida-native-plants/ 
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Native Plant Nurseries 
 

All Native Garden Center 
Contact 

(239) 939-9663 
 

Location 
300 Center Road, Ft. Myers, FL 

 
Hours 

Monday - Saturday, 9:00am – 5:00pm 
Sunday, 10:00am – 3:00pm 

 
Website 

www.allnative.biz 
 

Florida Native Plants Nursery 
Contact 

(941) 322-1915 
 

Location 
730 Myakka Road, Sarasota, FL 

 
Hours 

Open to public:  Thursday – Sunday, 10:00am – 4:00pm 
Open by appointment for landscaping consultations: Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 

 
Website 

www.floridanativeplants.com 

 

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation Native Landscapes & Garden Center 
Contact 

(239) 472-1932 
 

Location 
1300 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island, FL 

 
Hours 

November through May 
Monday – Friday, 8:30am – 5:00pm 

 
June through October 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 9:00am – 3:00pm 
 

Website 

http://www.sccf.org/content/74/Native-Plant-Nursery.aspx 
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Final Thoughts 
 
Consider contacting a local nursery to see if they would be willing to order the plants you want if it’s not convenient for 
you to visit one of the native plant nurseries.  One downside is that you’re not able to pick your plants yourself.  It’s also 
great to walk around and look at all the various plants to be found at dedicated native plant nurseries and speak with 
the gardeners about any questions you may have, so if at all possible try to visit a native plant nursery when selecting 
your plants. 
 
When trees die in your yard, whether you cut them down or they die from some other means, please consider leaving as 
much of them as possible.  Stumps provide a wonderful habitat for all kinds of wildlife.  They are essential for many 
birds, such as the Eastern Screech Owl and Red-Bellied Woodpecker, to nest and raise their young.   The taller the 
stump, the better.   Dead trees are home to lots of different animals so providing these places of cover helps wildlife 
tremendously. (photos below taken on LGI) 
 

           
 
Lastly, the sooner you start putting your new native plants in the ground, the sooner you can begin enjoying a beautiful, 
wildlife friendly garden.  It is easily within reach, so pick something you like which will work with your setting and get 
your plants in the ground.  Then sit back and enjoy all that you’re going to see, hear, smell and feel.  You are doing 
something really important and making a difference in the quality of life for all island inhabitants. 
 
~ Jennifer McCullough 
 
 

 



Page 103 of 103 
 

 


	EXOTIC INVASIVE TREE - REMOVE
	Australian Pine Tree (Casuarina Species)

	EXOTIC INVASIVE TREE - REMOVE
	Brazilian Pepper Tree (Schinus Terebinthifolius)
	Beach Verbena / Coastal Vervain (Glandularia Maritima)
	Black-Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia Hirta.)
	Coreopsis / Tickseed (Coreopsis Spp.)
	Creeping Mimosa / Powderpuff / Sunshine Mimosa (Mimosa Strigillosa)
	Dune/Beach Sunflower (Helianthus Debilis)
	Gaillardia / Indian Blanket / Blanket Flower (Gaillardia Spp.)
	Inkberry (Scaevola Plumieri)
	Porterweed (Stachytarpheta Spp.)
	Scarlet Sage / Tropical Sage / Blood Sage (Salvia Coccinea)
	Scorpion Tail (Heliotropium Angiospermum)
	Seaside Goldenrod (Solidago Spp.)
	Spider Lily (Hymenocallis spp.)
	Spotted Horsemint / Dotted Horsemint / Spotted Beebalm (Monarda Punctata)

	GRASSES
	Fakahatchee Grass (Tripsacum Dactyloides and Cvs.)
	Florida Gama Grass / Dwarf Fakahatchee Grass (Tripsacum Floridana)
	Muhly Grass (Muhlenbergia Capillaris)

	PALMS / PALMETTOS
	Buccaneer Palm (Pseudophoenix Sargentii)
	Florida Thatch Palm (Thrinax Radiata)
	Key Thatch Palm / Brittle Thatch Palm (Thrinax Morrisii)
	Paurotis Palm / Saw Cabbage Palm (Acoelorrhapha Wrightii)
	Sabal Palm / Cabbage Palm / Cabbage Palmetto (Sabal Palmetto)
	Saw Palmetto (Serenoa Repens)
	Scrub Palmetto (Sabal Etonia)
	Silver Palm (Coccothrinax Argentata)

	SHRUBS / TREES
	Banyan Tree / Shortleaf Fig (Ficus Citrifolia)
	Bay Cedar (Suriana Maritima)
	Beautyberry (Callicarpa Americana)
	Black Mangrove (Avicennia Germinans)
	Black Torch (Erithalis Furticosa)
	Buckthorn / Tough Buckthorn / Tough Bully (Sideroxylon Tenax)
	Buttonwood - Green/Silver (Conocarpus Erectus)
	Cats-Claw / Catclaw Blackbead (Pithecellobium Unguis-Cati)
	Cinnamon Bark / Wild Cinnamon (Canella Winterana)
	Cinnecord Acacia / Tamarindillo / Thornless Acacia (Acacia Choriophylla)
	Cocoplum (Chrysobalanus Icaco)
	Coontie / Florida Arrowroot / Florida Zamia (Zamia Floridana)
	Coral Bean / Cherokee Bean / Cardinal Spear / Red Cardinal (Erythrina Herbacea)
	Dahoon Holly (Ilex Cassine And Cvs.)
	Fiddlewood (Citharexylum Fruticosum, C. Spinosum)
	Firebush / Scarletbush (Hamelia Patens)
	Florida Bitterbush (Picramnia Pentandra)
	Florida Keys Blackbead (Pithecellobium Keyense)
	Gallberry (Ilex Glabra)
	Giant Leather Fern (Acrostichum Danaeifolium)
	Gumbo Limbo / Tourist Tree (Bursera Simaruba)
	Hopbush / Varnish Leaf (Dodonaea Viscosa)
	Horizontal Cocoplum / Beach Cocoplum (Chrysobalanus Icaco)
	Jamaica Caper / Mustard Tree (Capparis Cynophalliophora)
	Jamaican Dogwood / Fish Poison Tree (Piscidia Piscipula)
	Joewood (Jacquinia Keyensis)
	Limber Caper / Bayleaf Capertree (Capparis Flexuosa)
	Live Oak (Quercus Virginiana)
	Marlberry / Marbleberry (Ardisia Escallonioides)
	Mastic / Wild Mastic / False Mastic (Sideroxylon Foetidissimum)
	Myrsine / Colicwood (Myrsine Cubana)
	Necklace Pod (Sophora Tomentosa)
	Paradise Tree / Bitterwood (Simarouba Glauca)
	Pigeon Plum (Coccoloba Diversifolia)
	Privet / Florida Privet (Forestiera Segregata)
	Rhacoma / Maidenberry (Crossopetalum Rhacoma)
	Salt Bush / Groundsel Tree / Sea Myrtle (Baccharis Halimifolia)
	Sand Live Oak (Quercus Geminata)
	Satin Leaf (Chrysophyllum Oliviforme)
	Seagrape (Coccolobo Uvifera)
	Seven-Year-Apple (Genipa Clusiifolia)
	Silver Sea-Oxeye-Daisy / Bushy Seaside Oxeye (Borrichia Frutescens)
	Simpson’s Stopper / Twinberry (Myrcianthes Fragrans)
	Southern Red Cedar (Juniperus Silicicola)
	Southern Slash Pine (Pinus Elliotti var. Densa)
	Stoppers – Red/Redberry/Spanish/White (Eugenia Spp.)
	Strangler Fig (Ficus Aurea)
	Sweet Acacia (Acacia Farnesiana)
	Toothache Tree / Hercules Club (Zanthoxylum Clava-Herculis)
	Wax Myrtle / Bayberry (Myrica Cerifera And Cvs.)
	West Indian Mahogany (Swietenia Mahagoni)
	White Indigo Berry (Randia Aculeata)
	Wild Coffee (Psychotria Nervosa)
	Wild Lime (Zanthoxylum Fagara)
	Wild Plumbago / White Plumbago (Plumbago Zeylanica)
	Wild Sage/Button Sage (Lantana Involucrata)
	Wild Tamarind / False Tamarind / Bahama Lysiloma (Lysiloma Latisiliquum)
	Yaupon Holly (Ilex Vomitoria And Cvs.)
	Yucca / Spanish Bayonet (Yucca Spp.)

	VINES
	Beach Jacquemontia (Jacquemontia Reclinata)
	Coral Honeysuckle (Lonicera Sempervirens)
	Corky Stem / Corky Passion-Flower (Passiflora Suberosa)
	Passion Vine / Maypop / Purple Passion Flower (Passiflora Incarnata)
	Pineland Allamanda / Pineland Golden Trumpet (Angadenia Berteroi)
	Skyblue Jacquemontia / Skyblue Clustervine (Jacquemontia Pentanthos)

	Resources
	Books
	Websites
	Native Plant Nurseries

	Final Thoughts

